
Building Bridges to Set a Course 



Book Talk  
Wrap-Up 

• Previous Focus 

– Questions from 2011 

• Current Context 

• Chapter Highlights 

– Quotes 

– Notes and Links 

– Essential Questions 

• On the Horizon 



International bestselling book that analyzes 

globalization, primarily in the early 21st century. 
The title is a metaphor for viewing the world as a 
level playing field in terms of commerce, where all 
competitors have an equal opportunity.  

 The title also alludes to the    
 perceptual shift required    
 for countries, companies,    
 and individuals to remain    
 competitive in a global     
 market where historical    
 and geographical divisions      
 are becoming increasingly    
 irrelevant.  (2005) 
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Agenda 
• Thomas  Dedman on Lean Manufacturing 

• Personal Background 

• Challenges We Face/Things Have Changed 

– 21st Century Cities 

– Texting Competition 

– “Digital Nation” 

– Ken Robinson Animated 

• The Plan 

– Independent Inquiry 

– Establishing a Social Network 

– Game-like Point System based on Virtue 

– The Big Picture 

• In Closing 





http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/digitalnation/
http://comment.rsablogs.org.uk/videos/


Questions from 2011 

A)  After watching the TIME news video on 
 “21st Century Cities”, consider Marion 
 County’s role in the global economy.  
 What economic resources do we 
 have locally? 



Questions from 2011 

B)  After watching the TIME news video on 
 “texting”, consider how society is 
 using cell phone technology and how 
 schools are addressing this.   
 How can we capitalize on pervasive 
 cell phone use? 



Questions from 2011 

C)  After watching an excerpt from the 
 Frontline documentary, “Digital 
 Nation”, consider the divide between 
 digital natives and digital immigrants.  
 How are we preparing our students 
 for the latest economy and reality? 

Update 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/digitalnation/view/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/digitalnation/view/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/digitalnation/view/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/generation-like/


Questions from 2011 

D)  After watching the animated lecture by 
 Ken Robinson, consider the perception 
 the public has of public education.  
 How can we improve our public 
 image and how should we address 
 this criticism? 



Building 
Context 





Would you trust Silicon Valley to 
disrupt your child’s education? 



Introduction  

“Imperfection, ambiguity, opacity, disorder, and 
 the opportunity to err, to sin, to do the wrong 
 thing: all of these are constitutive of human 
 freedom, and any concentrated attempt to 
 root them out will root out that freedom.” 

 

How would you communicate a message to an 
audience nowadays? 

 

 



Chapter 1 
Solutionism and Its Discontents 

“Recasting all complex social situations either as 
 neatly defined problems with definite, 
 computable solutions or as transparent and 
 self-evident processes that can be easily 
 optimized — if only the right algorithms are in 
 place! — this quest is likely to have unexpected 
 consequences that could eventually cause more 
 damage than the problems they seek to 
 address.”  

  How much of our current technology  
 should be offered as public utility? 

 



“A 2009 empirical study of students at five British 
 universities found that ‘it is far too simplistic 
 to describe young first-year students born 
 after 1983 as a single generation … . [They 
 are] not homogenous in [their] use and 
 appreciation of new technologies and … there 
 are significant variations amongst students 
 that lie within the Net generation age band.’” 

     What do we mean when we speak of “the Internet”? 

 

Chapter 2 
The Nonsense of “the Internet” 



“When better train maps earn you points on 
 human rights and secrecy indexes, something 
 must be profoundly wrong with our scoring 
 system.”  

• Decoupling as the new Doublethink 

• The Receiver’s Burden 
 

 How can progress truly be made if academia 
 builds upon hollow scaffolding? 

Chapter 3 
Transparency 



“We must not fixate on 
 what this new 
 arsenal of digital 
 technologies allows 
 us to do without 
 first inquiring what 
 is worth doing.”  
• Efficiency versus 
 Expression 
 

 In our pursuit of efficiency,      
   at what point does     
     deliberation cease to be? 

Chapter 4 
Politics 



“…to hope that journalism or publishing could be 
 made better with more numbers is to have a 
 very confused view of what either of them is 
 about.”  

“There are several problems with such a view. 
 First of all, it tends to prize participation in 
 culture much more than culture itself.”  

  Do you seek the destination  

  or do you enjoy the journey? 

Chapter 5 
Algorithmic Gatekeeping 



“The idea that opportunities cause crime and the consequent belief 
 that environments ought to be designed so that crime 
 becomes impossible lie at the foundation of a criminological 
 approach known as situational crime prevention (SCP), which 
 has been shaping criminology since at least the early 1980s.    
 Unlike earlier welfarist approaches that focused on reforming 
 the individual criminal and changing the underlying social 
 conditions – the presumed drivers of crime – SCP-inspired 
 approaches do not preoccupy themselves with questions of 
 morality and reform. Nor do they seek to rehabilitate criminals 
 by telling them what they have done wrong. SCP treats crime 
 as something normal and naturally occurring rather than 
 deviant, assuming that it is bound to occur whenever barriers 
 and controls are missing.” 

Chapter 6 
Crime and Punishment 



“If you doubt the power of reason, consider the lives of those who 
 have less of it. We take care of the intellectually disabled and 
 brain-damaged because they cannot take care of themselves; 
 we don’t let toddlers cook hot meals; and we don’t allow 
 drunk people to drive cars or pilot planes. Like many other 
 countries, the United States has age restrictions for driving, 
 military service, voting, and drinking, and even higher age 
 restrictions for becoming president, all under the assumption 
 that certain core capacities, like wisdom and self-control, take 
 time to mature.” 

Chapter 6 
Crime and Punishment 

Is there such a thing as moral progress?  
And is “reason” the foundation? What are we building? 



“First, electronic sensors shrank in size and became 
 more powerful. Second, once they entered our 
 smartphones, they became ubiquitous. Third, 
 social media made sharing seem normal. Fourth, 
 the idea of cloud computing made it possible to 
 offload one’s data onto distant servers, where 
 merged with the data of other users, it can be 
 expected to yield better results.” 
   
  What things cannot or should   
   not be quantified? 

Chapter 7 
The Quantified Self 



“Once the difference between preserving and 
 remembering has been established, one can 
 trace how the former could undermine the 
 latter. It might be that as more is preserved, 
 less is remembered.”    

Will your digital afterlife be broadcast in HD,  

or could you not afford such quality? 

Chapter 8 
More Human Than Human 



“The fact is, that civilisation requires slaves. The 
 Greeks were quite right there. Unless there are 
 slaves to do the ugly, horrible, uninteresting 
 work, culture and contemplation become almost 
 impossible. Human slavery is wrong, insecure, 
 and demoralising. On mechanical slavery, on the 
 slavery of the machine, the future of the world 
 depends.”  -- Oscar Wilde (1891)   

 If our gadgets extend us, then    
 are they also under moral obligation? 

Chapter 9 
Devices of Our Own 



“Projects that pursue the ‘right thing’ should 
always have a way through which the very 
definition of what counts as the ‘right thing’ can be 
challenged and subverted. Some of this happens 
anyway as users find a way to hack into their own 
devices. But this is not enough; designers and 
technologists should embrace the idea that their 
goal is not limited to making people use their 
devices; it’s also to make people think with their 
devices.”  

 

Chapter 9 
Devices of Our Own 



“Boredom with    

  established truths is    

  a great enemy of free  

  men.”  

    -- Bernard Crick  

“…the question is not whether constraints should exist at 
all, but how to locate them in a way that most effectively 
promotes all aspects of human flourishing.  
 Wherever they are located, they will be challenged, 
 but that does not necessarily make all constraints 
 illegitimate.”  



What we 
engineer is an 
extension of us.  

Our bridges are 
but framing of 
our ships. 



“…if we start with the premise 
that being in command of 
your own ship is constitutive 
of being human.”  



• Global Social Networking 

– Student Teams 

• Digital PBS Currency 

– Credit Cards and PBS Police 

• Independent Study Hall  

– Reflection and Homework 

• Extra-Flexible Scheduling 

– Lean Manufacturing 

 

Postscript 
"WHAT'S TRULY WICKED ARE NOT THE 
PROBLEMS--THOSE MAY NOT EVEN EXIST--BUT 
THE SOLUTIONS PROPOSED TO ADDRESS THEM.” 


